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Defense attorney and Harvard law professor provides an insider's account of the trial, appeal,

subsequent retrial, and acquittal in the murder case of Claus von Bulow, profiling the people

involved.NOTE: This edition does not include photographs.
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This book rates highly for two reasons. One is that it presents the Von Bulow case, from the first trial

to the appellate process to the not guilty verdict with an excitingly clear point of view. Dershowitz

makes no attempt to hide his own awe and sometimes disdain of the life of the Newport rich. This

first hand view is as honest a look at the case as it is the Rhode Island justice system. This is the

second reason. I am neither from the US nor a lawyer and I was never lost for a minute. Dershowitz

must be a treat to his students, as he is to his readers who only know about the Von Bulow trials

from what they saw on television. His style of writing is simple and explanatory without being

heavy-handed. All the excitement about the entire case is brought to vivid life and what's more, he is

in the almost unique position to know, and reveal, incidents that were unable to be released to the

public during the second trial. Amazing incidents are recounted with simpilcity that do not detract



from their fantastic nature. Often, I wondered if I was reading a piece of fiction. But the author never

lets you think that for long. His own frustrations, caution, humour, tensions and thrills are all felt by

the reader as if he were a close observer. Despite his brutally honest tone, he makes a human

being of Claus von Bulow, almost a likeable man, dreadfully afraid for his life and not his reputation.

Von Bulow's attitude, actions and demenaour not only wins over Dershowitz, but the reader as well.

His vulnerablity is treated with courtesy by Dershowitz, whose own personality is revealed without

large doses of ego. He never forgets to thank his assistants (some of which are his own students)

for their contributions.
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